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#RisingYouth Community Service Grants
Do you have a simple idea to improve your community?
TakingITGlobal (TIG) is looking for passionate young people with ideas to support through #RisingYouth.

We have three levels of grants available:

Requirements
To be eligible for funding through the program, your project idea must ﬁt the requirements below:
❏ Your project must be created and led by youth (15 to 30 years old).
❏ Your project must be service-related.
❏ Through the project, youth must take ownership of an issue, propose a solution and implement it at
the local level.
❏ Activities cannot include making a donation to a charity or purchases beneﬁtting a single individual.
❏ Materials and supplies purchased through the project must be given to community organizations
upon completion.
❏ You will be required to recruit and involve peers in implementing the project.
❏ You must agree to report on the impact of your project in follow up.
If you believe that your project meets the requirements above then we want to hear from you! Visit our website:
www.risingyouth.ca to apply.
#JeunesEnAction Subvention de Service Communautaire est ﬁnancé par le gouvernement du Canada dans le cadre de Service
Jeunesse Canada. #RisingYouth Community Service Grants are funded by the Government of Canada under the Canada Service
Corps.

RISING YOUTH COMMUNITY SERVICE GRANTS
Sample List of Service Projects

$250
Here is a list of ideas you can realize with a $250 community service grant!
○
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○
○
○
○
○
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○
○

Organize a Shoreline Cleanup, purchasing bags, gloves, snacks for participants, and printing tracking
sheets needed to record outcomes.
Find a local homeless shelter to collaborate with on preparing a meal for an upcoming lunch or dinner.
Host a “free” inter-mural sports tournament for your community.
Develop and hold a community theatre performance complete with a set and costumes.
Coordinate an inter-faith tour to educate and create religious tolerance within your community.
Canvas schools, neighbours and businesses for food, clothing, sports equipment or book donations for a
“drive” to help those community members in need.
Organize a neighbourhood event to equip citizens with information and techniques on personal safety and
ﬁrst aid.
Plan and lead a guided nature walk and scavenger hunt complete with prizes.
Lead a “hope walk” and rally to end the silence around mental health and suicide among vulnerable youth.
Host a “writers night” featuring local authors/poets and writing workshops for aspiring writers from all
walks of life.

$750
Here is a list of ideas you can realize with a $750 community service grant!
○
○
○
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○
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○
○
○

Plant a Community Garden with the purchase of soil, seeds and tools to provide food and raise awareness
about the beneﬁts of fruits and vegetables.
Design and deliver a “fun day” for your community with games, music, and team building activities.
Design a mural project with paints and materials to showcase an important story or idea for the
community.
Volunteer at a soup kitchen with the purchase of new pots, pans and kitchen utensils to assist in preparing
food.
Organize a social justice movie night in your local park to raise awareness about a key issue.
Coordinate a weekly read-along night and purchase key books needed to increase literacy.
Start a newcomer initiative to welcome new families to the community and purchase contents to create
“welcome baskets”.
Offer “free” sports, dance or arts lessons to underprivileged youth/children.
Produce and distribute copies of a grassroots community “cookbook” featuring recipes gathered from
neighbours, food-related businesses and people of various cultures and generations.

$1,500
Here is a list of ideas you can realize with a $1,500 community service grant!
○
○

○
○
○
○
○
○
○

Coordinate a multi-generational day-long retreat with yoga, guided meditation and mindfulness activities.
Organize a Community Talent Show and capture it on video. Youth in the community are able to use the
video camera, stored at the community centre, to capture and share
community activities on a regular basis.
Refurbish a room in a community centre to act as a recording studio or theatre space.
Create a photo voice project documenting community issues or culture, and host an exhibit at a local
gallery.
Outﬁt a tool library and ﬁx-up spaces in the community with the purchase of materials and equipment.
Produce a youth-oriented community publication (digital and print) inviting young people to participate
through articles, distribution and promotion.
Host a hack-a-thon with purchased tablets to build solutions for local community issues. These devices can
then be made available for borrowing through a community centre.
Build a peace garden with the purchase of plants, benches and materials to provide a healing space for
those struggling with mental health challenges.
Host a sit-down community feast to celebrate partnership and youth leadership.

What is this funding program?
RisingYouth is a program led by TakingITGlobal to help youth build Canada and develop life skills by
giving back to their communities. Together, we are building a program to increase youth
involvement through community service. Created for youth, by youth.
What are the criteria to apply for the funding?
The funding program is available to Canadian citizens, permanent residents or people who have
been granted refugee status in Canada. In the context of the program, “Youth” refers to individuals
who are 15-30 years old during the year of their participation in the program. Please see our
application checklist for full criteria.
If you are applying for the $1500 grant, you’ll be required to have a community reference or mentor,
like a teacher or a member of a local organization to support your project.
How can I apply for the grant?
You can apply online using our website www.risingyouth.ca by selecting one of the available grants
for $250, $750 or $1500. We also have word word or pdf applications online, as well as a series of in
person events planned across the country. Throughout the program we’ll also be working closely
with a series of National partners to ensure young people across Canada have opportunities to
apply and beneﬁt from support with their projects.
Can I apply as an organization?
The program is designed for individuals or a group of youth in Canada. The objective is to involve
youth through a service initiative. Organizations can support youth initiated and youth led projects,
but organizations themselves are not eligible to receive funding.
If you are looking for funding as a youth organisation, you may be eligible to apply to the
government funding program, which you can learn more about here:
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/services/funding/projects-youth-serving
-organizations.html
What is the diﬀerence between the diﬀerent grants available?
$250 - For simple ideas - like community events or gatherings - that can be implemented by one or
two people.
$750 - For bigger ideas that can be implemented with a small group of peers, such as building a
community garden, or distributing care packages.
$1500 - For projects that involve a larger group of people to drive impact. Projects at this level of
funding need a budget and a mentor or community reference to apply.
When will the money will be sent to me?
We have 3 diﬀerent deadlines for each grant that are displayed on the website.
Grants of $250 are reviewed and approved monthly - so if you apply with your community service
idea today, you can expect to receive the funding at the beginning of next month.

Grants of $750 are reviewed every two months, so you can expect to receive funding resources at
the beginning of the month after each funding window concludes.
Grants of $1500 are reviewed on a quarterly basis, so you can expect to receive funding beginning
the quarter after your submission is received.
Quarter 1 : Apply in January-February-March to receive funding in April.
Quarter 2: Apply in April-May-June to receive funding in July
Quarter 3: Apply in July-August-September to receive funding in October
Quarter 4: October-November-December to receive funding in January
How many ideas can I submit?
If you have many diﬀerent ideas to improve your community and you wish to deﬁne and reﬁne your
project more speciﬁcally, we encourage you to use our Guide to Action to help develop your service
project concept. Each individual, can only apply once for the program, but you could be involved
in multiple group projects if you wish.
If you need more support, you can always reach out to one of your partners: YMCA of Canada,
OceanWise, Canadian Wildlife Federation, Apathy is Boring, Boys & Girls Clubs of Canada, 4-H
Canada, The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award, Katimavik, MindYourMind, Chantiers
jeunesse.
What is the Guide to Action?
The creation of this guide was informed by the experiences of youth leaders from around the world
as part of research conducted by TakingITGlobal's Co-Founder, Jennifer Corriero, on Youth-Led
Action in an International Context.
What is a community reference / Mentor?
Community references and mentors are trusted individuals who will support and advise on project
development throughout planning and implementation. These could be members of your
community such as Elders, teachers, coaches, members of NGOs or other networks. Essentially, this
is someone who can help you plan and connect to maximize the impact and beneﬁt to your
community.
Where is this money coming from?
Our program is funded by the Government of Canada under the Canada Service Corps initiative.
Is this grant money taxable?
As grants are only reimbursing you for expenses incurred in conducting your voluntary service
activity and none of the funds are being paid to you personally, these grants are not considered
taxable income.

Youth Engagement Activators
A dedicated team of Youth Engagement Activators (YEAs), are available to help. Our YEAs are
here to:
●

Answer any questions youth may have related to the application process

●

Give feedback and guidance on project ideas and implementation

●

Provide ongoing project support to make sure youth projects are thriving and
successful!

#RisingYouth AWARENESS EVENTS
Help us spread the word in your community by planning an awareness event! These events are
an opportunity to:

●

Share the Rising Youth Program with youth at your organization

●

Help youth get inspired and support them in applying for one of the Rising Youth grants

●

Bring youth together to collaborate on ideas that can impact their communities!

